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Wharf at Westview

Information Shee

What are the benefits to

the community?

The Westview Waterfront is the heart of the City
of Powell River, the convergence point for fer-
ries from Comox/Courtenay and from Texada
Island. It is a crucial link to the outside world
and it is also where many tourists arriving
from Vancouver Island get their first glimpse of
Powell River. This glimpse may be what con-
vinces them to stay for a while—or to move
on. Therefore, upgrades to the Waterfront will
be the most visually dramatic on the Wharf at
Westview.

Development at the wharf will include
boardwalks, lighting, paving, building found-
ations, design of the wharfinger building on a
suspended slab, landscaping, seating areas and
underground servicing (water, sanitary and
storm drains). Most importantly for residents
and tourists alike, the project will also create a
new physical focal point to the area, bringing
a renewed sense of community to what is now
primarily a utilitarian space. This focal point
will be called Spirit Square, and it is expected to
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The Pearl on the Sunshine Coast

become a vibrant gathering place and venue for
exhibitions and outdoor entertainment. It will
consist of bench seating, a portable stage, por-
table barbecue, propane heaters, artisan kiosks
and decorative lighting (see Concept Drawing,
below).

How much will the project cost

and how is it being funded?
The total cost is budgeted at $3,271,000. Fund-
ing will come from:

Island Coastal Economic Trust..$1,481,342

BC Spirit Squares ......................... $300,000
RESEIVES.....cveeeeeeeeeeeecieaeea $200,000
Tourism Grant ...............cccccoeeeueeee. $47,000
BC Ferries Contribution ................ $400,000

Western Diversification

(Applied for, not yet awarded) ....$250,000
Short Term borrowing

(annual cost approx. $126,000) .$592,658

Buildings will not be constructed until tenants
are secured.
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Proposed site of
Spirit Square

Wharf at Westview Information, continued

How will this project affect

my taxes?

The short-term loan of $592,658 will be repaid
over five years at an interest rate of 1.4%, mak-
ing the annual debt service cost approximately
$126,000. The debt service payments will be met
through taxation.

What about BC Ferries access?
The city will be coordinating activities with BC
Ferries to minimize disruption to ferry traffic.
BC Ferries is cooperating with the City to install
a sewage pump out system and partnering in
the Wharf at Westview project by contributing
funds towards the infrastructure.

What about South Harbour

parking access?

Small Craft Harbours owns the southern por-
tion of the infill area. The City is required to
maintain parking for the working harbour.

What are the timelines and
next steps?

2000

The City acquired the water lot lease and the
Westview Wharf. An infill project was complet-
ed to create more land around the wharf area
but it was never resurfaced due to tenure issues
(now resolved) and funding shortfalls. The infill
subsurface materials were compacted, and the
area is now a mix of broken asphalt, wooden
planking and sand.

CURRENT STATUS

Conceptual design is completed for all aspects
of the project. Detailed design and architectural
drawings are near completion.

SPRING 2010

Construction will commence.

For more information: www.powellriver.ca | Engineering Services, 604.485.8604



